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Nam June Paik Art Center is pleased to present the first solo exhibition in Korea by the 2014 Nam June Paik 
Art Center Prize winner Haroon Mirza. The exhibition, titled ‘Circuits & Sequences’ will feature new and 
recent works by Mirza and will run from 29 October 2015 till 7 February 2016. 

The Nam June Paik Art Center Prize was set up to discover and acknowledge the work of artists who venture 
beyond the known horizon, experimenting with materials and techniques to create innovative works which 
challenge the perceptions of contemporary art, as Nam June Paik did. Mirza was selected in recognition of 
his practice which fuses art and technology, effortlessly crossing between the divides that could otherwise 
exist between these two domains. Mirza's works weave sound, installation and video seamlessly, blending 
antiquated analogue materials, such as televisions, keyboards, amplifiers and furniture with state of the art 
digital technology. As the Chairperson of the 2014 jury, Nobuo Nakamura, Director of the CCA Kitakyushu, 
Japan explains, “Through his works, time and transient technology come to settle in one space”. 

Based in London, UK, Mirza has captured the world’s attention with his installations that test the interplay 
and friction between sound, light waves and electric current. He creates performances, site-specific  
installations and kinetic sculptures comprised of a variety of ready-made objects and time-based materials. 
His work asks us to reconsider the perceptual distinctions between noise, sound and music and make us 
question the categorization of cultural forms. Mirza says all music is organized sound and noise.  
He describes himself as a composer who manipulates the invisible and volatile existence of electromagnetic 
waves, using them like musical notes or instruments in his complex sculptural installations. 
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In his solo exhibition, “Circuits & Sequences”, to be held for the first time in Korea, Mirza brings to our 
attention the electronic circuits that generate electromagnetic waves and the programmes of sequences 
that turn circuits on and off. These circuits proliferate in countless repetitions out of sight just like 
rhizomes, delivering electronic sound layered with various lights to the audience while electronically 
resonating through the space through audio-visual convergence. Mirza's LED Circuit Compositions to be 
installed at Nam June Paik Art Center delicately connect turntable dust covers, abandoned windows and 
acrylic panels with LEDs, electric wires and cables. As if an emotional being, the LED Circuit compositions 
emit varying light depending on the sunlight received each day – the power supplied to the composition 
comes from the next room where a system connected to a solar panel is installed alongside a selection of 
Mirza's Solar Symphony works. The Solar Symphonies orchestrate fragmented sound along with subtle LED 
lights flickering through the panel’s repeated grid, evoking synaesthetic senses of the audience as they 
walk into this space filled with light energy, sound and electromagnetic waves. Structured and fragmented 
sound reverberates also in another of artist's works, Adam, Eve, Others and a UFO. Eight speakers generate 
sound that is fed into a round UFO at the center of the sculpture. The flashing lights emit drumming beats 
through each of the speakers and culminate in a multilayered audiovisual experience.

For downloadable high-resolution images, plase contact to press. (limhayo@njpartcenter.kr)

This exhibiton was generously supported by
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Nam June Paik Art Center Prize
Starting in 2009, Nam Jun Paik Art Center Prize has encouraged artists with far-reaching influence on the 
art world through their endless efforts for navigating uncharted waters of new art and for embarking on 
experimental and innovative works, just as Nam June Paik had done. The Prize was awarded to artists and 
theorists who carry on the spirit of Nam June Paik by exploring new ways of communicating and interacting 
with the audience, blending art with technology and threading various disciplines of music, performance 
and visual arts. In its inaugural year, the prize was shared by four artists, Seung-Taek Lee, Eun-Me Ahn, Ceal 
Floyer, and Robert Adrian X. In the following year of 2010, sociologist and anthropologist Bruno Latour was 
chosen as the winner. And, the 2012 prize went to multimedia artist Doug Aitken.

The Nomination Procedure
Since 2012, the Prize has focused on the works of artists. A winner is announced in an even-numbered year, 
followed by the exhibition of the acknowledged artist in an odd-numbered year. A nomination committee of 
five experts at home and abroad draws up a shortlist of ten artists. Then, a jury of three members declares 
one final artist as the laureate.  

Jury for 2014
Nobuo Nakamura, Director, CCA Kitakyushu
Mike Stubbs, Director, FACT Liverpool
Sun Jung Kim, Director, SAMUSO
Kyuchul Ahn, artist and professor, Korea National University of Arts
Manu Park, Director, Nam June Paik Art Center
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Biography Education

2007 MA Fine Art, Chelsea College of Art & Design
2006  MA Design Critical Practice and Theory, Goldsmiths College
2002 BA (Hons) Fine Art Painting, Winchester School of Art
2001 BFA Painting & Drawing, School of the Art Institute of Chicago

AWARDS 

2014 Nam June Paik Art Center Prize
2014 Zurich Art Prize
2012 DAIWA Foundation Art Prize
2011 Silver Lion for most promising artist, 54th Venice Biennale
2010  The Northern Art Prize

SOLO EXHIBITIONS (selections)

2015 Haroon Mirza/hrm199Ltd, museum Tinguely, Basel
2014 Zurich Art Prize, Museum Haus Konstruktiv, Zurich
 The Light Hours, Villa Savoye, Poissy, France
 Are Jee Bee?, Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin
 Random Access Recall, Le Grand Café, Saint-Nazaire, France
2013 Haroon Mirza, The Hepworth Wakefield, Wakefield
 o/o/o/o/, Lisson Gallery, London
 DAIWA Foundation Art Prize, SCAI The Bathhouse, Tokyo
2012 Preoccupied Waveforms, The New Museum, New York
 A Sleek Dry Yell, Manchester Art Gallery, Manchester
 --{}{}{} {}--{}{}{}{}--{}, Ernst Schering Foundation, Berlin
 \|\|\|\| \|\|\, Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen, St. Gallen, Switzerland
 /|/|/|/|/|/|/|/|/|/|/|/|/|/|/|/|, Spike Island, Bristol
 /\/\/\ /\/\, University of Michigan Museum of Art, Ann Arbor
2011 I saw square triangle sine, Camden Arts Centre, London
 Haroon Mirza, Lisson Gallery, London
2010 The Last Tape, VIVID, Birmingham
 Anthemoessa, Mother's Tankstation, Dublin
2009 A-Foundation, Liverpool

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS (selections)

2014 Interprete, Le Plateau, Paris
 Art or Sound, Fondazione Prada, Venice
2013 Soundings: A Contemporary Score, MoMA, New York
 Per/Form, CA2M, Madrid
 Give Piece A Chance, Le Grand Cafe, Centre D'art Contemporain, Paris
2012 SOUNDWORKS, Institute of Contemporary Art, London
 x_sound : On and After John Cage and Nam June Paik, Nam June Paik Centre, Korea
 Sound Art. Sound as a Medium of Art, ZKM | Media Museum, Karlsruhe
2011 Illuminations, 54th Venice Biennale, Venice
 Is this Where it Ends, Kunstverein Harburger Banhof, Hamburg 
 Sum Parts, ACME Project Space, London
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